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Charter schools are educational alter-
natives that empower families with additional 
choices for their children. By providing flexi-
bility to educators while insisting on results, 
charter schools are helping foster a culture 
of educational innovation, accountability, and 
excellence. Charter schools also encourage 
parental involvement and help contribute to 
the national effort to close the achievement 
gap. 

The No Child Left Behind Act has played 
a central role in America’s efforts to improve 
our public schools and expand the opportuni-
ties available to our children. In 2007, Amer-
ican students reached record achievement 
levels on reading and math tests, and the 
achievement gap is beginning to close. Char-
ter schools have been an important part of 
this success. National Charter Schools Week 
is an opportunity to recognize the strength, 
vitality, and excellence of outstanding 
schools. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 4 through 
May 10, 2008, as National Charter Schools 
Week. I applaud our Nation’s charter schools 
and all those who make them a success, and 
I call on parents of charter school students 
to share their success stories and help Ameri-
cans understand more about the important 
work of charter schools. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 6, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on May 7. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Request for Fiscal Year 2009 
Supplemental Appropriations for 
Ongoing Military and Intelligence 
Operations and Selected Other 
International Activities 
May 2, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed amendments to my FY 2009 Budget 
that provide the necessary resources for on-
going military and intelligence operations, as 
well as foreign assistance activities in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom. They also provide the 
necessary resources for selected other inter-
national activities that advance our national 
security, including food assistance to address 
the global food crisis. 

These amendments distribute by account 
$70 billion of discretionary budget authority 
included as an allowance in my FY 2009 
Budget for the Global War on Terror. This 
amount is already factored into the FY 2009 
Budget projections and would not increase 
the deficit. 

I hereby designate the specific proposals 
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. This request represents 
urgent and essential requirements. The de-
tails of the request are set forth in the en-
closed letter from the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

April 26 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
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April 28 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 

President met with American Legion na-
tional commander Martin F. Conaster. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Mrs. Bush will travel to Israel, 
Saudi Arabia, and Egypt from May 13–18. 

April 29 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President announced his intention to 

nominate Eric J. Boswell to be Assistant Sec-
retary of State (Diplomatic Security) and Di-
rector of the Office of Foreign Missions with 
the rank of Ambassador. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Patricia McMahon Hawkins to be 
Ambassador to Togo. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate William W. Park as a member of 
the Panel of Arbitrators of the International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment Dis-
putes. 

April 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he participated in a photo opportunity with 
the 2008 National and State Teachers of the 
Year. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahern of Ireland. Later, he traveled to Fair-
fax, VA, arriving in the evening. 

Later in the evening, at a private resi-
dence, the President attended a National Re-
publican Congressional Committee recep-
tion. Later, he returned to Washington, DC. 

May 1 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The White House announced that the 

President will welcome President Martin 
Torrijos Espino of Panama to the White 
House on May 6. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Liliana Ayalde to be Ambassador 
to Paraguay. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Tatiana C. Gfoeller-Volkoff to be 
Ambassador to Kyrgyzstan. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Sean Joseph Stackley to be Assist-
ant Secretary for the Navy for Research, De-
velopment and Acquisition. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Martin J. Dannenfelser, Jr., as Staff 
Director of the U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Gregory G. Katsas as Acting Assist-
ant Attorney General (Civil Division) at the 
Department of Justice. 

May 2 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to St. 
Louis, MO, where, upon arrival, he met with 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Jerron John-
son. He then travelled to Maryland Heights, 
MO, where he toured World Wide Tech-
nology, Inc. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Withdrawn April 28 

George A. Krol, 
of New Jersey, a career member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, class of Minister-Coun-
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Turkmenistan, which was sent to 
the Senate on June 27, 2007. 

Submitted April 29 

Eric J. Boswell, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Diplomatic Security), 
vice Richard J. Griffin, resigned. 
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